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What Decided the Designs in the Festive Ceremonies ?
—A Study of Float “Style” in the Hachiman Festival, Takayama—

Abstract

It is said that in the old days, townships competed
against one another. Float designs were constantly
being updated, regardless of the old styles and
traditions. After the period of “Bunka Bunsei” in the
Edo era, however,these designs were standardized

’

into a certain “style,” which we now refer to as the
“Takayama Floats.”

All the artificial things in the world are the result of
“mans independence of will.”In other words, individ-
uals “thoughts” are realized in the shape of these
things. This report seeks to explain why a “shape”
was improved into a “style.” The idea “mans”
independence of will” plays a significant part in
explaining this transformation. To prove the
relationship, I studied the formative designs of the
floats, which are symbols of “Hare” (Special
occurrences throughout the year e.g. festivals). It
seemed important to clearly understand the influence
of human ideas on the shapes.

I first examined “Genfukei” (people’s daily lives
during this period). Although most people enjoyed
economic stability, there was a sense of anxiety due
to certain inconsistencies in society. A philosopher I
“Ohide Tanaka” was

considered the spiritual conscience of the time. He

discovered during my studies,

was also a landscape artist who recreated his ideas
into physical forms.

According to the hypothesis, I analyzed the designs
of the floats. The designs were heavily influenced by
the people’s “view of the cosmos.” Japanese
Philosophy must have been the spiritual basis of that
conception. Additionally, the float design in “Hare”
seems to have served as “Symbolic Device in the
Landscape” to help people reaffirm their spirituality
in the confused “Ke” (Day to day life in the real
world). This device, however, will function best in
the mutual dependent relationship of “Hare” and

"Ke. ”
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