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BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA

Balkan Update

Meeting at NATO headquarters in BRUSSELS yesterday, the allies
approved a plan that calls for graduated air strikes that could come in
response o Serbian military actions in BOSNIA. But the 16 NATO
members put off a decision on specific bombing attacks and
confirmed that such missions would come only after specific approval
by the United Nations Secretary General.

In GENEVA, President Alija Izetbegovic of BOSNIA said again that
he would not return to peace talks until Bosnjan Serbs withdrew all
their troops from two strategic mountains near SARAJEVO, the capital.

But despite plans by the Bosnian Serb commander to withdraw
from the mountains, MOUNT IGMAN and MOUNT BJELASNICA, not a single
tank, howitzer or mortar appeared to have been moved seven hours
after the pullback was to begin.

In SARAJEVO, a 5-year-old girl severely wounded by a Serbian
artillery shell was evacuated by a British military aircraft and flown
(0 BRITAIN, where she reported to be in critical condition.

In WASHINGTON, a third State Department official has resigned in
the last year in protest over the Clinton Administration’s policy on
BOSNIA, saying it was not tough enough.
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Bosnia: The Situation Inside and Out

Through all the debate last week over whether to intervene
to stop the fighting in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbian
attacks against Muslims continued. The United Nations
Security Council proclaimed Sarajevo and four other
besieged areas of Bosnia — Bihac, Zepa, Gorazde and

BIHAC Serbian forces last week @——

mounted an unsuccessful
infantry assault on this western
enclave, whose predominantly
Muslim population is estimated
at 267,000, including many
refugees. The city’s prewar
population was only 71,000.

BANJA LUKA Bosnian Serbs
were blamed for bombs that last
week destroyed two 16th
century mosques in the city,
where there are 35,000 to
80,000 non-Serbs. The pop-
ulation has swelled because
local Serbian extremists have
expelled thousands of Muslims
and Croats from districts sur-
rounding the city, the largest in
the Serbian-controlled swath of
Bosnia.

TUZLA Fighting in the area last
week centered on the outlying
towns of Brcko and Gradacac,
key Serbian targets because
they control important sections
of the overland corridor
between Serbia and Serbian-
held areas in western Bosnia
and Croatia. There are 725,000
people in the industrial city and
surrounding districts, tens of
thousands of them refugees.
The only link with central
Bosnia, and the outside world,
is a single dirt road over high
mountains.

@

SLOVENIA
@ Zagreb

Adriatic
Sea

CROATIA

Tuzla — to be “safe areas.” but approved no measures to
enforce its order. (The council had already declared the
besieged eastern town of Srebrenica to be a “United
Nations protected area” on April 16). Allied forces watched,
from planes overhead, and waited.

HUNGARY

Muslims and
&~ some Croats

---* Proposed
provinces
(Vance-Owen)

Dubrovnik \‘
\,

.

SARAJEVO The multi-ethnic
Bosnian capital, under siege by
Serbian forces throughout the
war, experienced a relatively
quiet week, with reports of only
sporadic shelling and sniper
fire. Its population is 380,000,
down from 526,000 before the
war because many residents
have fled. About 1,500 United
Nations troops are there to
supervise aid distribution and
the airport.

:

GORAZDE The area has been
under siege for more than a
year, though there were few
reports of fighting last week. Its
prewar population of 37,000
has swelled to 70,000 because
of refugees fleeing Serb
offensives. The only link with the
outside world is a mountain
track to central Bosnia crossed
only on foot or horseback.

-

ZEPA Unconfirmed reports from
this eastern mountain enclave
spoke of fierce Serbian attacks
and penetrations of Muslim
defense lines. The enclave's
population is estimated at
30,000 to 40,000 people, more
than three-fourths of them
refugees and about 8,000 of
them children.

SREBRENICA Though open
warfare has waned, Bosnian
Serb militiamen maintain their
chokehold on this
predominantly Muslim town
protected by the United
Nations. Officials have
expressed concern that
malnutrition and poor sanitation
might lead to epidemics. There
are about 49,000 people in the
enclave, thousands of them
refugees.
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BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA
Banja Luka

Bihac h Srebrenica

Serbian and
Croatian
proposal

BOSNIA AND .
HERZEGOVINA

)
Banja Luka

Srebrenica

Bosnian
Presidency
proposal

Sarajevo

Mostar Gorazde

Source: Borba via The Associaled Press

The New York Times
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Among all the stories of atrocity and violence in
Bosnia and Herzogovina are many that tell of an
old crime of war: rape. The practice, investiga-
tors from the European Community have con-
cluded, is chillingly systematic. Last week, they
estimated that 20,000 women had been raped as
Bosnian Serb soldiers terrorized Muslim towns
and villages. Excerpts from the delegation’s pre-
liminary report follow.

APE and sexual abuse are neither national-
Rixy- nor gender-restricted issues. Muslim
women undoubtedly form the vast major-
ity of rape victims. However, there are also
disturbing reports of rape of Croat and Serbian
women as well as sexual abuse of men in deten-

tion camps.
. ° .
The general view expressed by interlocutors
whom the del ion considered responsible and

credible was that a horrifying number of Muslim
women had suffered rape and that this was con-
tinuing. . .. The most reasoned estimates . . . indi-
catea figure in the region of 20,000 victims.

[ ] L] L)
The indications are that at least some of the
rapes are being committed in particularly sadis-

tic ways, so as to inflict maximum humiliation on
the victims. The delegation also received infor-

Rape Becomes ‘a Weapon of War’

mation strongly suggesting that many women,
and more particularly children, may have died
during or after rape.

Itis not possible.. . . to estimate the number of
Bosnian Muslim women who are pregnant as a re-
sult of rape. The delegation heard suggestions
that many of the women concerned are likely not
to wish to keep children conceived in such circum-
stances. This inevitably raises the question of
adoption, which will have to be addressed with the
best interest of the child being paramount.

The delegation frequently heard — including
from some individual witnesses — that a repeated
feature of Serbian attacks on Muslim towns and
villages was the use of rape, or the threat of rape,
as a weapon of war to force the population to leave
their homes.

Over all, the delegation accepted the view that
rape is part of a pattern of abuse, usually perpe-
trated with the conscious intention of demoraliz-
ing and terrorizing communities, driving them
from their home regions and demonstrating the
power of the invading forces. Viewed in this way,
rape cannot be seen as incidental to the main pur-
pose of the aggression but as serving a strategic
purpose in itself.
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9. Summary

THE LESSONS OF HISTORY
—Bosnia’s Ethnic Cleansing,
A Former Philippine Soldier’s
Experiences and Mass Media

The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
opened in April 1993.
Tidal Basin and the Washington Monument. The

museum was chartered by a unanimous act of Con-

The building overlooks the

gress in 1980. It is dedicated to presenting the history
of the persecution and murder of millions of Jews and
other victims of Nazi tyranny from 1933 to 1945. The
museum’s primary mission is to inform Americans
about this unprecedented tragedy, to remember those
who suffered, and inspire visitors to contemplate the
moral implications of their choices and responsibilities
as citizens in an interdependent world.

I visited the Museum in the middle of August 1993.
In the museum shop, there was an interesting video
tape cassette on sale which deals with a brave act of
a Japanese vice consul in Japanese Consulate in
Lithuania during World War Two. His name is late
Chiune Sugihara. He had issued entry visas to Japan
against Japanese Government policy for more than
six thousand Jews frantically requesting the visas to
escape the surging fear of Nazi extermination. And
then I made another discovery among the huge collec-
tion of books about the Jews and scholastic books
about holocaust. There were two books on the former

Yugoslavia’s ethnic war: The Balkan Express—

Fragments from the Other Side of War by Slavenka

Drakulic and Serbs and Croats— The Struggle in

Yugoslavia by Alex N. Dragnich.
The Museum serves not only to keep past documents
and materials but also to preserve reliable documents

about the current events and atrocities in the world. I
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realized that the Museum demonstrates its purpose to
enligten the public through selling those books as the
evidence of lingering legacy of holocaust carried out
in the name of “ethnic cleasing.”

From 1933 through 1945, the systematic crime of
eliminating human beings had been persistently
continued under the distorted nationalism by political
leaders. How should we understand the realities and
avert the acts with concerted efforts of the world ?
What is the role of Mass Media in enhancing universal
moral not to repeat the same follies which have
brought human beings to the abyss of agony and
despair ? These are the central issues of this paper.

The first part is the analysis of ethnic cleansing in
Bosnin-Herzegovina, the United Nations and interna-
tional organizations’ operations by comparing
Japanese newspapers, magazines and books with
American counterparts. The second part is an oral
history of a former Philippine solider joining Amer-
ican troops in the defense of Corregidor. He is cur-
rently living in Juneau, Alaska. It documents how he
had passed through the tragic years of war, capitula-
tion, liberation, independence, poverty, street begging,
marriage and life in America.

In 1985, Gorbachev became the secretary general of
the Soviet Union’s Communist Party and the U.S. and
the U.S.S.R. cooperated in conciliatry relation at a
rapid pace. On Aug. 8 in the same year, Pres. Richard
von Weizsacker of West Germany made a historic
speech, “The Waste Land in Forty Years”. He made
a public apology by saying that let us remember the
atrochties by the hands of Nazis. He proudly stated,
“I’d like to appeal to the young people not to be driven
by animosity and hatred toward the other races.
Don’t have antagonism and hatred to Russians,
Americans, Jews, Turks and those who assert alterna-
tives and are conservatives, blacks and whites...”

After the collapse of Berlin Wall and the unification
of divided Germany, the waves of democratisation

gained the force of humanization of society in Eastern

m
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European countries. The whole world hopefully
anticipated the dynamism of constructing humane
societies after the long history of repression. No one
doubted the acceleration of democratisation in the
world particularly after the demise of the U.S.S.R.

The result was, however, the continuation of cha-
otic situation and there is no sign of peaceful solution.
Intead, in the latest parliamentary elections of Russia,
many Russians voted for a ultra-nationalistic party,
Liberal Democratic Party. Its leader, Vladimir Zhir-
inovsky, is compared to a Hitler of Russia.

The Yomiuri newspaper, Dec. 18, 1993, carried a
special analytical article on “Zhirinovsky phenome-
non.” It reads, “Anybody ominously remember Ger-
many in the 1930’s. The present Russia is very similar
to Germany in the 1930’s when Hitler emerged.”

In Germany, refugees become the targets of ultra-
nationalists’ violence and Turks are being badly treat-
ed and attacked. The urgent task of the international
community is to think about what we have learned
from the lessons of history. What is democracy in the
true sense of the term ? How can we be mature
enough to build a sound system of fostering demo-
cracy ?

Among many signs of evil omen of these times, we
can find many but tiny lights of hope in the corners of
the world. A report from Sarajevo in the Interna-
tional Herald Tribune, Dec. 1, 1993, with a headline of
“All the Money and Goodwill Won't End Bosnia’s
Agony.” is thought provoking. It is about Mr. George
Soros, Hungarian-American and the international
financier, who established humanitarian funds for 22
countries, including 19 former Communist countries
and South Africa.

The article reads : “Mr. Soros paid for the water
plant as well as new pipes to bring in gas. In a year,
he has given $50 million to Bosnia, hoping to alleviate
suffering and to make a political difference. When he
visited Sarajevo, he was stopped by a man repressent-

ing the neighborhood. He presents Mr. Soros, one of

the richest men in the world, with a bronze artillery
shell case into which a traditional Bosnian pattern has
been carved. He says he wants to thank Mr. Soros for
all he has done for the city.”

In Russia Soros is spending up to $100 million in an
effort to persuade scientist to stay at home. He is
highly praised for what he has done particularly in the
area of education and scholastic advancement. It
reminds me of Fulbright Scholarship given to the
Japanese which became a life line of Japan’s recon-
struction after the war. This is the example of NGO
activities in the war-torn Bosnia.

United Nations nominated Mr. Yasushi, vice Secre-
tary General as a special representative of UN’s
Secretary General for the former Yogoslavia. On Dec.
7, 1993, Akashi visited Zagreb, Croatia where the
headquaters of UNPROFOR is located, and moved
into the perilous city of Sarajevo. UNHCR’s refugee
assistance and other humanitarian assistance opera-
tions with many victims of the internal war have been
active under the leadership of Ms. Sadako Ogata,
High Commissioner. This demonstrates the most
exhaustive and significant works of protecting human
rights by the international organizations.

It is very important in the contemporamy history to
note that the combined efforts of private and public
organizations have been exerted in alleviating human
sufferings of horrendous scale. The Japanese govern-
ment has been deliberating what Japan can do for the
former Yogoslavia. For the past two years, Japan
paid $82million for the inerim humanitarian assistance
programs. Two Japanese are taking very important
roles in solving the unprecedented problems facing the
world. Japan has to capture the moment to pioneer
humanitarian works and enhance justice and morality
to make the international community of interdepen-
dency more secure and decent.

This paper is divided into five sections:

1. Memoir of Milan Panic : Mr. Panic, Serbian-

American businessman nominated to be Prime Ninis-



ter of Serbian Republic, worked hard for the conflict
resolution by persuading Serbians Republic, to be
more democratic in vain. His efforts and reflection.

2. A Newnspaper in Sarajevo: This newspaper is
still being published daily in that dangerous city.
Under the cross-fires of the internal war, the editorial
staff of multi-ethnic groups have continued to pursue
journalistic excellence in the role of mass media.

3. Agony of UNHCR High Commissioner, Ms.
Sadako Ogata : Ms.Ogata’s role is widely praised and
the realities of UNHCR operations are closely cov-
ered by many newspapers and magazines. The
strength and will of an intellectual Japanese woman.

4. Courage of G. Philip Morillon :
Sarajevo Mommander of UNPROFOR, Gen. Moril-
lon, went into a besieged city of Srebrenica and stayed

The former

there for some weeks to negotiate a Serbian com-

mander to secure the supply routes of assistance. The
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hope in despair.

5. Experiences of a former Philippian soldier :
Immediately after Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor,
Japanese troops invaded the Philippines. American and
Philippine forces were ill-prepared for the sudden
invasion. A young Philppine, Mr. Ben Holganza,
joined the Army and fought in Corregidor. The most
ferocious fighting went on. The joint American-
Philippine troops surrendered and they were captured
as POW. After long years of hardships, he immigrat-
ed to Juneau, Alaska. Mr. & Ms. Holganza are war
victims of Japan’s militaristic expansionism and inva-
sion. This article is based on his interview. Agony
and apology.

This paper is an analytical essay on the contempo-
rary history and the lessons learned from the current
tragedy in Bosnia and World War Two.

The End.
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